2i6           FALKLAND AND HIS TIMES

ment would be compelled to take measures on their own
part, for the defence of Ireland and their own liberties, and
to commend those aids and contributions which this great
necessity shall require to the custody and disposing of such
persons of honour and fidelity as we have cause to confide
in."

On the same day the Grand Remonstrance was pre-
sented to the House.

That memorable manifesto consists of 204 clauses.
These were debated seriatim often with great heat between
8th and 2Oth November. On the latter date the Remon-
strance was laid upon the table in its complete form. There-
upon Pym, yielding to the pressure of Falkland and his
friends, fixed the final debate for Monday, 22nd November.
The extremists were disgusted at the delay. Cromwell,
" who at that time was little taken notice of,"1 asked Falk-
land as they left the House " why he would have it put
off, for that day would quickly have determined it ? " He
answered, "There would not have been time enough, for
sure it would take some debate". " A very sorry one," re-
torted Cromwell. "They supposing," adds Clarendon, "by
the computation they had made, that very few would
oppose it"

Monday, the 22nd of November, was one of the most
fateful days in the history of the Long Parliament, and
indeed in the history of England. The debate, contrary to
Cromwell's expectation, was long and fierce. Starting " about
nine of the clock in the morning, it continued all that day;
and candles being called for when it grew dark . . . the
debate continued, till after it was twelve of the clock with
much passion ". Hyde himself led off and was immediately
followed by Falkland. " Lord Falkland (says Forster) rose
immediately after Hyde, and, as his wont was, spoke with

1 Clarendon, iv., 42. that the King should
